7. Pañhamamahàpa¤hasuttaü Ý First on the important questions
27. At one time The Blessed One was abiding in the monastery offered by Anàthapiõóika in Jeta's grove in Sàvatthi. Many bhikkhus putting on robes in the morning and taking bowls and robes entered Sàvatthi for alms. Then it occurred to those bhikkhus: It is too early yet to go for alms in Sàvatthi. What if we approached the monastery of the wandering ascetics of other sects.

Then those bhikkhus approached the wandering ascetics of other sects in their monastery, exchanged friendly greetings with them and sat on a side. When those bhikkhus were seated the wandering ascetics of other sects said to them:

ßFriends, the recluse Gotama, teaches his disciples thus: 'Come! Bhikkhus, thoroughly learn all things, and abide having learnt everything. Friends, we too teach our disciples thus: 'Come! friends, thoroughly learn all things, and abide having learnt everything. Friends, so then what is the difference between us, in the intention, in advising and the advice given?"

Those bhikkhus neither delighted with the words of the wandering ascetics of other sects nor scorning them, got up from their seats and went away thinking. `We will know the meaning of these words in the presence of The Blessed One.'

Then those bhikkhus, going the alms round in Sàvatthi, returning from the alms round and after the meal was over, approached The Blessed One, worshipped, sat on a side and said: 

ßVenerable sir, we put on robes in the morning and taking bowls and robes entered Sàvatthi for alms. Then it occured to us: It is too early yet to go for alms in Sàvatthi. What if we approached the monastery of the wandering ascetics of other sects.

Then we approached the wandering ascetics of other sects in their monastery, exchanged friendly greetings with them and sat on a side. When we were seated the wandering ascetics of other sects said to us: 

`Friends, the recluse Gotama, teaches his disciples thus: . Come! Bhikkhus, thoroughly learn all things, and abide having learnt everything. Friends, we too teach our disciples thus: Come! friends, thoroughly learn all things, and abide having learnt everything.' Friends, so then what is the difference between us, in the intention, in advising and the advice given?' We were not delighted with the words of the wandering ascetics of other sects nor did we scorn them. Then we got up from our seats and came away thinking. We will know the meaning of these words in the presence of The Blessed One.

ßBhikkhus, this is the reply to the ascetics of other sects, who say these words.-Friends, what is the single question, the single statement and the single explanation. What's two questions, two statements and two explanations. What's three questions, three statements and three explanations. What's four questions, four statements and four explanations. What's five questions, five statements and five explanations. What's six questions, six statements and six explanations. What's seven questions, seven statements and seven explanations. What's eight questions, eight statements and eight explanations. What's nine questions, nine statements and nine explanations. What's ten questions, ten statements and ten explanations? Bhikkhus, when questioned thus, the ascetics of other sects find it impossible to reply and fall into trouble. What is the reason? Bhikkhus, it is beyond them. Bhikkhus, in this world, together with its gods, Maras, Brahmas the Community of recluses and Brahmins and gods and men I do not see anyone who could convince by explaining these questions, other than by the Thus Gone One or a disciple of the Thus Gone One or someone who heard it here.

It was said a single question, a single statement and a single explanation. Why was it said so?

Bhikkhus, in a single thought, the bhikkhu rightfully turning away, rightfully disenchanted, rightfully released, rightfully seeing the end, rightfully realizing the highest, makes an end of unpleasantness here and now. What is that one thought? `All beings rely on food.' Bhikkhus, on this single thought the bhikkhu rightfully turns away, becomes disenchanted, released, sees the end and realizing the highest makes an end of unpleasantness here and now. If it was said a single question, a single statement and a single explanation it was said on account of this.

It was said two questions, two statements and two explanations. Why was it said so?

Bhikkhus, in two thoughts, the bhikkhu rightfully turning away, rightfully disenchanted, rightfully released, rightfully seeing the end, rightfully realizing the highest, makes an end of unpleasantness here and now. What are the two thoughts? -Name and matter- Bhikkhus, in these two thoughts the bhikkhu rightfully turns away, becomes disenchanted, released, sees the end and realizing, the highest makes an end of unpleasantness here and now. If it was said in two questions, two statements and two explanations it was said on account of this.

It was said three questions, three statements and three explanations. Why was it said so?

Bhikkhus, in three thoughts, the bhikkhu rightfully turning away, rightfully disenchanted, rightfully released, rightfully seeing the end, rightfully realizing the highest, makes an end of unpleasantness here and now. What are the three thoughts? In the three feelings. Bhikkhus, on these three thoughts the bhikkhu rightfully turns away, becomes disenchanted, released, sees the end and realizing the highest makes an end of unpleasantness here and now. If it was said three questions, three statements and three explanations it was said on account of this.

It was said four questions, four statements and four explanations. Why was it said so?

Bhikkhus, in four thoughts, the bhikkhu rightfully turning away, rightfully disenchanted, rightfully released, rightfully seeing the end, rightfully realizing the highest, makes an end of unpleasantness here and now. What are those four thoughts? The four kinds of support Bhikkhus, on these four thoughts the bhikkhu rightfully turns away, becomes disenchanted, released, sees the end and realizing the highest makes an end of unpleasantness here and now. If it was said four questions, four statements and four explanations it was said on account of this.

It was said five questions, five statements and five explanations. Why was it said so?

Bhikkhus, in five thoughts, the bhikkhu rightfully turning away, rightfully disenchanted, rightfully released, rightfully seeing the end, rightfully realizing the highest, makes an end of unpleasantness here and now. What are those five thoughts? The five aggregates of clinging. Bhikkhus, on these five thoughts the bhikkhu rightfully turns away, becomes disenchanted, released, sees the end and realizing the highest makes an end of unpleasantness here and now. If it was said five questions, five statements and five explanations it was said on account of this.

It was said six questions six statements and six explanations. Why was it said so?

Bhikkhus, in six thoughts, the bhikkhu rightfully turning away, rightfully disenchanted, rightfully released, rightfully seeing the end, rightfully realizing the highest, makes an end of unpleasantness here and now. What are those six thoughts? The six internal mental spheres. Bhikkhus, on these six thoughts the bhikkhu rightfully turns away, becomes disenchanted, released, sees the end and realizing the highest makes an end of unpleasantness here and now. If it was said six questions, six statements and six explanations it was said on account of this.

It was said seven questions, seven statements and seven explanations. Why was it said so?

Bhikkhus, in seven thoughts, the bhikkhu rightfully turning away, rightfully disenchanted, rightfully released, rightfully seeing the end, rightfully realizing the highest, makes an end of unpleasantness here and now. What are the seven thoughts? The seven stations of consciousness. Bhikkhus, on these seven thoughts the bhikkhu rightfully turns away, becomes disenchanted, released, sees the end and realizing the highest makes an end of unpleasantness here and now. If it was said seven questions, seven statements and seven explanations it was said on account of this.

It was said eight questions, eight statements and eight explanations. Why was it said so?

Bhikkhus, in eight thoughts, the bhikkhu rightfully turning away, rightfully disenchanted, rightfully released, rightfully seeing the end, rightfully realizing the highest, makes an end of unpleasantness here and now. What are the eight thoughts? The eight worldly matters. Bhikkhus, on these eight thoughts the bhikkhu rightfully turns away, becomes disenchanted, released, sees the end and realizing the highest makes an end of unpleasantness here and now. If it was said eight questions, eight statements and eight explanations it was said on account of this.

It was said nine questions, nine statements and nine explanations. Why was it said so?

Bhikkhus, in nine thoughts, the bhikkhu rightfully turning away, rightfully disenchanted, rightfully released, rightfully seeing the end, rightfully realizing the highest, makes an end of unpleasantness here and now. What are the nine thoughts? The nine settlements of beings Bhikkhus, on these nine thoughts the bhikkhu rightfully turns away, becomes disenchanted, released, sees the end and realizing the highest makes an end of unpleasantness here and now. If it was said nine questions, nine statements and nine explanations it was said on account of this.

It was said ten questions, ten statements and ten explanations. Why was it said so?

Bhikkhus, in ten thoughts, the bhikkhu rightfully turning away, rightfully disenchanted, rightfully released, rightfully seeing the end, rightfully realizing the highest, makes an end of unpleasantness here and now. What are the ten thoughts? The ten ways of acting in demerit. Bhikkhus, on these ten thoughts the bhikkhu rightfully turns away, becomes disenchanted, released, sees the end and realizing the highest makes an end of unpleasantness here and now. If it was said ten questions, ten statements and ten explanations it was said on account of this.

